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DEPARTURE CHOICES
NOV 6–9 OR NOV 20–23, 2026

YOSEMITE NATIONAL PARK
Granite Giants • Majestic Waterfalls • Valley Meadows

Fall Foliage • Easy–Moderate Hikes • Optional Strenuous Hikes

4 DAYS / 3 NIGHTS

FROM $550 / PERSON • HOTEL & AIRBNB OPTIONS IN PROGRAM

Trip Overview
A private fall foliage trip from Orange County via Oakhurst and
Bass Lake to Yosemite Valley, with granite viewpoints, riverside
autumn walks and a scenic return through Fresno.

Highlights
Bass Lake sunset Glacier Point if road is open

Valley fall color & scenic hikes Tunnel View & Merced River

SIGNATURE EXPERIENCES

BRIDALVEIL FALLBRIDALVEIL FALL
Valley SceneryValley Scenery

VALLEY VIEWVALLEY VIEW
Autumn ReflectionsAutumn Reflections

TUNNEL VIEWTUNNEL VIEW
Granite PanoramaGranite Panorama

MIST TRAILMIST TRAIL
Optional HikeOptional Hike

PRIVATE ROAD TRIP
Orange County • Oakhurst • Fresno

BEST TIME TO GO
Fall Foliage • November

COMFORTABLE LODGING
2-Star • 3-Star • 4-Star • Airbnb



Yosemite	National	Park	—	Fall	Foliage
Granite	Giants	•	Waterfalls	•	Valley	Meadows	•	Autumn	Colors

Orange	County	•	Oakhurst	•	Bass	Lake	•	Glacier	Point	•	Yosemite	Valley	•	Fresno	—	4-Day	/	3-Night	Trip
NOV	6	–	9	OR	NOV	20	–	23,	2026	·	EASY–MODERATE	HIKES	·	OPTIONAL	STRENUOUS	HIKES

Trip	Overview

A	4-day,	3-night	fall	foliage	road	trip	from	Orange	County	to	Yosemite	National	Park:	sunset	at	Bass	Lake,	Glacier	Point	and	Tunnel	View,	a	day	of	Yosemite	Valley	hikes,	and	a	scenic	drive
home	through	Fresno.	Two	departure	choices	are	offered;	both	are	within	3	months,	so	they	are	priced	as	last-minute	bookings	(75%	/	25%	payment).

Which	Dates?	Fall	Foliage	in	Early	vs.	Late	November

EARLY:	Nov	6	–	9 LATE:	Nov	20	–	23

Fall
color

Best	chance	of	color:	black	oak,	bigleaf	maple,	and	dogwood	on	the	valley	floor,
usually	at	or	just	past	peak

Late	season;	many	trees	may	be	bare,	with	some	golden	color	lingering
in	sheltered	spots

Weather Cool	days	(about	55–65°F),	cold	nights
Colder	days	(about	45–55°F),	freezing	nights,	higher	chance	of	rain	or
snow

Roads
Glacier	Point	Road	may	still	be	open	(it	closes	with	the	first	big	snow);	Tioga	Road	is
closed

Glacier	Point	Road	is	likely	closed	to	cars;	chain	controls	are	more
likely;	Tioga	Road	closed

Crowds Light Light,	with	Thanksgiving-week	traffic	building

Color	timing	varies	by	year	and	weather;	we	will	share	a	foliage	and	road	update	before	departure.	Waterfalls	(Yosemite,	Bridalveil)	run	low	in	autumn	and	can	be	dry	until	the	first	storms.	Sunset	is	around	4:45–5
PM.	Half	Dome	(cables	down)	and	Clouds	Rest	/	Tuolumne	Meadows	(Tioga	Road	closed)	are	not	available	on	these	dates.

Day-by-Day	Itinerary

Day	1,	Friday	—	Orange	County	to	Oakhurst:	Sunset	at	Bass	Lake

Driving:	~5.5–6	hrs	(~290	mi	via	CA-99	/	CA-41)	|	Hiking/Trekking:	~1	mi,	easy

Depart	early	AM	via	the	Central	Valley	to	Oakhurst
Sunset	at	Bass	Lake	(lakeside	walk,	~1	mi,	easy)
Overnight:	Oakhurst	(Night	1	of	3)

Meals:	not	included

Day	2,	Saturday	—	Glacier	Point,	Tunnel	View	&	Yosemite	Valley

Driving:	~1.5	hrs	to	Glacier	Point,	~1	hr	to	the	valley	|	Hiking/Trekking:	~2–5	mi,	easy

Drive	Highway	41	to	Glacier	Point	if	Glacier	Point	Road	is	still	open,	with	valley	and	Half	Dome	views;	otherwise	Wawona	and	the	Mariposa	Grove	area
Tunnel	View,	then	into	the	valley:	Bridalveil	Fall	and	fall	color	along	the	Merced	River	and	Cook's	Meadow
Lower	Yosemite	Fall	loop	(~1	mi)	and	Mirror	Lake	/	Tenaya	Creek	(~2–5	mi),	easy
Optional	extra:	Mist	Trail	to	Vernal	Fall	(moderate)
Overnight:	El	Portal	(Night	2	of	3)

Confirm	current	road	status	and	any	entry	or	reservation	requirements	at	nps.gov/yose.	Chains	may	be	required.
Meals:	not	included

Day	3,	Sunday	—	More	of	the	Valley,	then	Fresno

Driving:	~2	hrs	to	Fresno	|	Hiking/Trekking:	~2–4	mi,	easy

Cook's	Meadow	loop,	Mirror	Lake,	valley	viewpoints,	and	the	Ansel	Adams	Gallery
Optional	extras:	Upper	Yosemite	Fall	(strenuous);	Mist	Trail	to	Nevada	Fall	(moderate–strenuous)
Drive	to	Fresno
Overnight:	Fresno	(Night	3	of	3)



Short	November	days:	extras	need	an	early	start	and	headlamps;	trails	can	be	icy	in	shade.
Meals:	not	included

Day	4,	Monday	—	Scenic	Drive	Home

Driving:	~4.5–5	hrs	home	with	scenic	stops

Scenic	drive	via	CA-99,	with	an	optional	stop	at	Millerton	Lake
Drive	home	to	Orange	County

Meals:	not	included

Driving	times	and	trail	distances	are	approximate.	No	meals	are	included	on	any	day	of	this	trip.

Lodging	Options

Tier Oakhurst	(Night	1)	•	El	Portal	(Night	2)	•	Fresno	(Night	3)

2-Star Oakhurst	budget	motels	•	El	Portal	Cedar	Lodge	•	Fresno	budget	hotels

3-Star Oakhurst	Best	Western-type	hotels	•	El	Portal	/	Mariposa	hotels	•	Fresno	Hampton	Inn-type

4-Star Tenaya	Lodge	area	(Fish	Camp)	•	Yosemite	View	Lodge	•	best-available	upscale	in	Fresno

Airbnb	version:	available	for	the	Oakhurst	and	El	Portal	nights	as	a	cabin	or	home	for	your	group;	Night	3	stays	in	a	hotel.	Properties	are	examples;	confirm	availability	when	booking.

What's	Included

3	nights	of	accommodation,	hotel	tier	or	Airbnb	version
Rental	vehicle	with	fuel	and	parking	/	park	fees	(Yosemite	entrance	fee):	SUV	for	2–4	guests,	minivan	for	5–6,	full-size	van	/	minibus	for	7–8
Trip	organizer	drives	throughout,	with	participants	helping	out	(fuel	stops,	navigation,	etc.)
Trip	planning	and	coordination

Not	included:	all	meals	(breakfast,	lunch,	and	dinner),	any	park	reservation	fees,	hotel	taxes	and	resort	fees,	alcohol,	gratuities,	and	travel	insurance.

Price	—	Last-Minute	Booking,	Hotel	(per	person,	double	occupancy)

Same	price	for	either	departure	date.

Group	size Vehicle 2-Star 3-Star 4-Star

2 SUV $905–$1,050 $985–$1,170 $1,095–$1,345

3 SUV $720–$845 $800–$965 $910–$1,140

4 SUV $610–$720 $690–$840 $800–$1,015

5 Minivan $600–$715 $680–$835 $790–$1,010

6 Minivan $565–$675 $645–$795 $755–$970

7 Full-Size	Van/Minibus $570–$700 $650–$820 $760–$995

8 Full-Size	Van/Minibus $550–$670 $630–$790 $740–$965

Price	—	Airbnb	Version	(per	person;	cabin	or	home	for	nights	1–2,	3-Star	hotel	for	Night	3)

Group	size Vehicle Last-Minute	Booking

2 SUV $1,055–$1,320

3 SUV $845–$1,080

4 SUV $680–$860

5 Minivan $685–$855

6 Minivan $620–$770

7 Full-Size	Van/Minibus $640–$810

8 Full-Size	Van/Minibus $595–$750

Prices	include	a	late-booking	surcharge	on	vehicle	and	lodging;	Airbnb	prices	include	cleaning	and	service	fees	and	an	estimated	home	sized	to	your	group.

Occupancy	Adjustments	(hotel	version,	per	person)

Occupancy 2-Star 3-Star 4-Star

Double	(2/room)	—	standard Included Included Included

Single	(1/room) +$195 +$295 +$440

Triple	(3/room) –$65 –$100 –$145

Quad	(4/room) –$100 –$150 –$220

Organizer	tip:	a	tip	of	5–10%	of	trip	cost	is	highly	suggested	for	whoever	plans,	books,	and	coordinates	the	trip.
Driver	/	group	helper	discount:	travelers	who	drive	or	otherwise	help	run	the	trip	get	50%	off	their	share	of	the	gas	cost.

Payment	Schedule	(Last-Minute	Booking)

Payment Amount Due	date

Deposit 75%	of	trip	cost Now,	non-refundable

Final	Payment 25%	of	trip	cost 2	weeks	before	departure:	Friday,	Oct	23	(Nov	6	trip)	or	Friday,	Nov	6	(Nov	20	trip),	non-refundable



Optional	Extras	&	Points	of	Interest

Strenuous	extras:	Upper	Yosemite	Fall	(7.2	mi	RT,	~2,700	ft	gain;	low	or	no	waterfall	flow	in	autumn);	Mist	Trail	to	Nevada	Fall	(~5.4	mi	RT,	wet	or	icy	steps)
Moderate	extras:	Mist	Trail	to	Vernal	Fall	(~3	mi	RT);	Glacier	Point	/	Sentinel	Dome	(~2.2	mi	RT,	only	if	the	road	is	open)
Bass	Lake	and	Oakhurst
Glacier	Point	and	Sentinel	Dome	(when	the	road	is	open)
Tunnel	View,	El	Capitan	Meadow,	Bridalveil	Fall,	and	Valley	View
Wawona	and	Mariposa	Grove	of	Giant	Sequoias
Mariposa:	historic	downtown	and	Mariposa	Museum
Millerton	Lake	(on	the	drive	home)

Rate	Notes

Road	conditions:	chain	controls	and	seasonal	closures	(Glacier	Point	Road)	apply;	check	nps.gov/yose	before	you	go.
Hotel	and	Airbnb	rates	are	market	estimates;	book	early,	as	Yosemite	lodging	fills	quickly.
Rates	are	per	person,	in	USD,	before	hotel	taxes	and	resort	fees;	final	pricing	is	confirmed	once	group	size	is	set.



