


Laguna	Mountains	&	Cuyamaca:	New	Year	Weekend
Stonewall	Peak	Sunset	•	Garnet	Peak	Views	•	Winter	Snow	Country	•	Eagle	Rock	or	Potato	Chip	Rock

Orange	County	•	Cuyamaca	Rancho	State	Park	•	Julian	•	Mount	Laguna	—	3-Day	/	2-Night	Trip
DEC	31,	2026	–	JAN	2,	2027	·	EASY–MODERATE	HIKES	·	OPTIONAL	STRENUOUS:	POTATO	CHIP	ROCK

Trip	Overview

A	3-day,	2-night	New	Year	weekend	in	the	San	Diego	mountains:	sunset	at	Stonewall	Peak	on	New	Year's	Eve,	Garnet	Peak	and	the	Laguna	Mountains	on	New	Year's	Day,	and	a	choice	of	Eagle
Rock	or	Potato	Chip	Rock	on	Day	3.	Offered	as	a	last-minute	booking	(75%	/	25%	payment).

What	to	Expect	Over	New	Year

Holiday	weekend:	lodging	in	Julian	fills	early	and	holiday	dates	run	higher.	Days	are	short,	with	sunset	around	4:50	PM.

Weather:	cold,	clear	days	with	occasional	snow	on	the	ridges	of	Cuyamaca	and	the	Laguna	Mountains;	Sunrise	Highway	and	Hwy	79	may	need	chains.	Pack	layers,	a	warm	hat	and	gloves,	and
traction	cleats	if	snow	or	ice	is	forecast.

Day-by-Day	Itinerary

Day	1,	Thursday	Dec	31	—	Sunset	at	Stonewall	Peak,	Cuyamaca	Rancho	State	Park

Driving:	~2.25–2.5	hrs	to	Cuyamaca	(~110	mi),	~25	min	on	to	Julian	|	Hiking/Trekking:	~3.8	mi	RT,	moderate

Depart	late	morning	for	Cuyamaca	Rancho	State	Park
Stonewall	Peak	Trail	(~3.8	mi	RT,	~850	ft	gain),	timed	to	reach	the	summit	for	sunset	(start	the	trail	by	about	2:30	PM)
Carry	headlamps	for	the	descent;	then	check	in	at	Julian	and	enjoy	New	Year's	Eve
Overnight:	Julian	(Night	1	of	2)

Check	weather	and	trail	conditions;	ice	is	possible	near	the	summit.
Meals:	not	included

Day	2,	Friday	Jan	1	—	Garnet	Peak,	Laguna	Mountains

Driving:	~1–1.5	hrs	from	Julian	to	Sunrise	Highway	|	Hiking/Trekking:	~5	mi	RT,	moderate

Drive	Sunrise	Highway	to	the	Garnet	Peak	trailhead
Garnet	Peak	(~5	mi	RT,	moderate):	wide	views	over	Anza-Borrego	and	the	Salton	Sea;	snow	possible
Optional	easy	stroll	in	Big	Laguna	Meadow;	return	to	Julian	for	apple	pie
Overnight:	Julian	(Night	2	of	2)

Meals:	not	included

Day	3,	Saturday	Jan	2	—	Eagle	Rock	or	Potato	Chip	Rock,	then	Home

Driving:	~40	min	to	Warner	Springs	or	~1.25	hrs	to	Poway,	then	~2	hrs	home	|	Hiking/Trekking:	~5–7.5	mi

Choose	one:	Eagle	Rock	on	the	Pacific	Crest	Trail	from	Warner	Springs	(~5–6	mi	RT,	easy–moderate);	or	Potato	Chip	Rock	(Mt.	Woodson	via	Lake	Poway,	~7.5	mi	RT,	~2,100	ft	gain,
moderate–strenuous)
Drive	home	to	Orange	County	via	I-15

Potato	Chip	Rock	access	and	parking	are	managed	by	the	City	of	Poway;	confirm	before	you	go.
Meals:	not	included

Driving	times	and	trail	distances	are	approximate.	No	meals	are	included	on	any	day	of	this	trip.

Lodging	Options

Tier Julian	/	Mount	Laguna	area	(Nights	1–2)

2-Star Mount	Laguna	Lodge	cabins	/	Julian	budget	motels

3-Star Julian	inns	and	B&Bs



4-Star Julian	boutique	inns	/	Orchard	Hill	Country	Inn

Properties	are	examples;	confirm	availability	when	booking.	Holiday	dates	run	higher;	lodging	for	New	Year's	Eve	is	quoted	at	booking	(expect	roughly	+15–25%).

What's	Included

2	nights	of	accommodation	at	the	selected	hotel	tier
Rental	vehicle	with	fuel	and	parking	/	park	fees:	SUV	for	2–4	guests,	minivan	for	5–6,	full-size	van	/	minibus	for	7–8
Trip	organizer	drives	throughout,	with	participants	helping	out	(fuel	stops,	navigation,	etc.)
Trip	planning	and	coordination

Not	included:	all	meals	(breakfast,	lunch,	and	dinner),	Lake	Poway	/	Mt.	Woodson	permit	and	parking	fees,	hotel	taxes	and	resort	fees,	alcohol,	gratuities,	and	travel
insurance.

Price	—	Last-Minute	Booking	(per	person,	double	occupancy)

Group	size Vehicle 2-Star 3-Star 4-Star

2 SUV $570–$660 $620–$740 $700–$860

3 SUV $430–$510 $480–$590 $560–$710

4 SUV $350–$420 $400–$500 $480–$620

5 Minivan $340–$415 $390–$495 $470–$615

6 Minivan $315–$385 $365–$465 $445–$585

7 Full-Size	Van/Minibus $315–$400 $365–$480 $445–$600

8 Full-Size	Van/Minibus $300–$380 $350–$460 $430–$580

Prices	include	a	late-booking	surcharge	on	vehicle	and	lodging.

Occupancy	Adjustments	(per	person)

Occupancy 2-Star 3-Star 4-Star

Double	(2/room)	—	standard Included Included Included

Single	(1/room) +$125 +$190 +$290

Triple	(3/room) –$40 –$65 –$95

Quad	(4/room) –$60 –$95 –$145

Organizer	tip:	a	tip	of	5–10%	of	trip	cost	is	highly	suggested	for	whoever	plans,	books,	and	coordinates	the	trip.
Driver	/	group	helper	discount:	travelers	who	drive	or	otherwise	help	run	the	trip	get	50%	off	their	share	of	the	gas	cost.

Payment	Schedule	(Last-Minute	Booking)

Payment Amount Due	date

Deposit 75%	of	trip	cost Now,	non-refundable

Final	Payment 25%	of	trip	cost Thursday,	December	17,	2026	(2	weeks	before	departure),	non-refundable

Optional	Extras	&	Points	of	Interest

Strenuous	extra:	Cuyamaca	Peak	via	Lookout	Road	/	Azalea	Spring	(~6.5	mi	RT,	~1,600	ft	gain;	snow	possible)
Moderate	extras:	Pacific	Crest	Trail	out-and-back	from	the	Laguna	Mountains	toward	Pioneer	Mail	(6–10	mi	RT)
Julian:	Main	Street,	apple	pie,	and	orchards;	Lake	Cuyamaca
Warner	Springs	and	Lake	Henshaw;	Mt.	Woodson	and	Lake	Poway

Rate	Notes

Holidays:	Peak	holiday	dates	carry	higher	hotel	rates	and	fill	early,	so	lodging	for	Christmas	week	and	New	Year's	is	quoted	at	booking	(expect	roughly	+15–25%	on	lodging).
Roads:	chains	or	closures	may	apply	on	Sunrise	Highway	and	Hwys	79	and	78;	check	conditions	before	you	go.
Hotel	rates	are	market	estimates;	book	early,	as	weekends	and	holidays	fill	quickly.
Rates	are	per	person,	in	USD,	before	hotel	taxes	and	resort	fees;	final	pricing	is	confirmed	once	group	size	is	set.



